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SUBJECT: U.S. REGULATIONS ON INGREDIENT LABELING OE MALT 
BEVERAGES, DISTILLED SPIRITS AND WINE 

1 . ON NOVEMBER 1 1 , THE BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, AND 
FIREARMS (ATE) ANNOUNCED IN FEDERAL REGISTER THAT PROPOSED 
REGULATIONS EOR INGREDIENT LABELING OF ABOVE ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES ARE WITHDRAWN. ATF NOTED THAT THE COST OF SUCH 
LABELING TO INDUSTRY AND ULTIMATELY TO CONSUMERS WOULD BE 
EXCESSIVE IN RELATION TO BENEFITS; THE CONTENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES IS EXTENSIVELY REGULATED AT THE PRESENT TIME; THE 
UNIQUENESS OE MANUFACUTRING PROCESSES IS SUCH THAT IT MAKES 
LABELING OF INGREDIENTS OE LITTLE VALUE AND, IN CERTAIN 
CASES, EVEN MISLEADING; THE OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL TRADE 
REPRESENTATIVE INDICATED THAT SUCH REQUIREMENTS WOULD HINDER 
ON-GOING MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS; AND FINALLY, 
INGREDIENT LABELING IS SUPPORTED BY ONLY A SMALL SEGMENT 
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WOULD NOT SERVE THE PUBLIC INTEREST AT THIS TIME. 

2. A COPY OF FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE IS BEING FORWARDED BY 
AIRGRAM. POSTS SHOULD NOTIFY APPROPRIATE HOST COUNTRY RE- 
PRESENTATIVES OF THIS ACTION BY ATF. (FYI - FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION HAS INDICATED THAT WITHIN NEXT FEW MONTHS IT 
WILL MAKE ITS OWN LEBELING PROPOSALS. END FYI) KISSINGER 
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